Aggressive, extensive, vasculitic leg ulceration associated with hydroxyurea therapy and a fatal outcome.
The association of lower leg ulcer development and hydroxyurea therapy in patients with myeloproliferative disorders has been reported previously. In most of these cases the ulcers healed with cessation of the hydroxyurea together with meticulous attention to wound care. We report a patient who developed painful vasculitic ulcers secondary to hydroxyurea on both lower legs whilst on long-term hydroxyurea therapy for idiopathic thrombocytosis. The ulcers extended relentlessly despite stopping hydroxyurea, maximizing topical therapies and starting intensive systemic treatment. We discuss the association of hydroxyurea therapy with the development of painful ulceration.